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Introduction

In March 1983 the T L. Robertson Library bought a collection of books on the
History of Women's Health from C C Kohler Antiquarian Bocksellers in England.
The acquisition involved some 500 items, valued at approximately $9,200 at the
time of purchase. The collection comprised publications on various aspects of
the history of women's health and birth control, as well as changing attitudes
towards women's health and women's place in society. The principal strength of
this purchase consisted of the coverage between the two World Wars but many
19th century and earlier publications were also well represented.

In September 1984 C C Kohler made an offer of a supplementary collection on
the History of Women's Health. The second collection concentrated on the
literature published in the [960s and 1970s, complementing and adding to the
earlier acquisition. The T L Robertson Library bought 110 items from the second
collection for approximately $1,000. The new purchase was made possible
through the generosity of thirty-two donors wha recognized the library's efforts
to build up a research collection on the subject.

Now comprising over 600 items, the Women's Health Collection in the
T L Robertson Library is a significant and interesting resource. It deals with a
variety of topics related to the subject area of women's health, as evidenced by
the subject headings appearing in this catalogue.

Several classic works of medical-literature are included. Among them are books
by William Acton (1862), Gustave Bernutz and Ernest Goupil (1860-62), Thomas J
Graham (1850), Alexander Hamilton (1813), H MacNaughton Jones (1890), S Pozzi
(1892-93) and John Robertson (1851). The collection includes many first editions
and early publications. The oldest book in the collection is Domestic Medicine
by william Buchan, published in London in 1779.

Three of the most important writers on women's heaith, marriage, sex and birth
control this century were Marie Stopes, Margaret Sanger and Havelock Ellis.
The Women's Health Collection is especially rich in the coverage of these
authors. Furthermore, a rather unique touch is added to the collection by the
material originating from the personal libraries of Havelock Ellis and Francoise
Lafitte-Cyon, containing books, pamphlets, letters and newspapers clippings.

This catalogue is published in the belief that interest in the Women's Health
Collection is not restricted to the various teaching areas of this University but
that it would have an equal appeal to scholars from other organisations and
institutions who carry out research in this field.

The catalogue is in two parts. Part I is an alphabetical listing of all titles under
the author, or by title for anonymous works. Part II is an alphabetical subject
index based on Library of Congress subject headings. Within each subject entries
are arranged by date, the most recent first.

The titles in this collection are not normally available for loan to individuals.
Requests to consult any title may be made personally at the Loans Desk.
Inter-Library loan requests should be addressed to the Circulation Librarian.
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