CURTIN, CHURCHILL & ROOSEVELT

Wartime Relations




Whilst leaders maintained generally cordial relations, there were tensions between the
three countries, especially during the early part of John Curtin’s prime ministership.
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COPY TO

MR. FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT, SENT 310th January, 1942.
PREZITDENT OF THE UNITED

STATES GF AMERICA,

WHITE HOUSE,
WAS oK. "

.
. -

,

On the occaslon of the 60th anniversary of
your birthday, the Government and people of Australis
extend to you their cordisl congratulations, and express
the lLiope that you may he spared to enioy wery many years of
peace alter the victory for which you and your nation
are working so hard to achleves.

JOHN CURTIN.

Copy sent toe P.M's.
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Birthday wishes from John Curtin to Franklin D Roosevelt, 30 January 1942.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. USA representation in Aust; Washington DC-Aust Legation; possible Curtin
visit to US, 1942. JCPML00869
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Uacypher of telegrim received from Washington Legatian. P

TMMEDT ATE,

No. 3%
FERSOMAL FOR BRUGE.

Tour telegram of 20th March on Russia. 1 agree ent irely
with approach which is in accordance with views oxpressed to you
from Australis. 1 have already discussed maller with President.
] iy B i i i.l..'i.' _'_:.i'-.'l'_-:: -1it'l.i_jl_l1-. ._]_- L =
naturally disinclined to commit

that, a8 already indicated,

er cin be substantially

8 Lonference last night I developed pesition with Ho

he 1s in agreement with your views and ours though he stresssd

disinelination of Uni Statez to make a written bargain. On the

whole pesjition ssems foctory and egein Churchill should be
fioiden to Australia to you.

i wish we could dc tore Churchill to favour
E:I |'.|J-|'|.:'.-,'i,". 10 L .rll caluEae e CEOSE i||! :_l_: i':"_';r.
ster. Every etep takes il B Lhat the United
InZdom 18 LoOpowing exXcluslve Tesponsd ity foar dalfenca af
pustrelis and Hew sLesland T 1 Undted atmte
. L i : g .
The resction everywhers is bad. Ouop position in Australia

for the next two months is a desperate one. Why could not Churchil
aFreae Lo jmamedgiate delives ire United Einedom

218 ation 1 away ITrom

- - ey S
..-l.l LdsLTMalla L

I
1
ior B1X weeks ppl This would not

".
/nited & ingdom production but i might make him saviour of
-I._ I-L1 3. T'_ll._ BAT !l_..r:.;. i PO -.-I:_ ovor un } "1.|.LI thi ..II_:::.. el

.'.|." L WO OECLOr OVEDr LoTe .__'I oran L ..-\.:|.||||__.1 L__'L"l" !-." i_.||:l dir _:::i|: { re
olidarit it i.. not Ior me to apportion bleme but 1 can assure
you that ‘rr President ie very disturbed and is anxioos to eiffect
ranciliation nh1uL in @y opinion requires slso some earnest from

nited Eingdom Lovernment.

be glad if you would arrange to convey to Churchill
substance of this =measage on the undeprstandirg that it iz regapded
- SONE |...—|.a|J.J. L [l ]' rE0nal.

Introducing it you 1

S

redd the letter of introduction

irom W.M.Hoghes rl:-l'.'.. 1 nuote:

"Dear Mr.Churchill,

inia will introduce my friend dthe Honourable H.V.EVATT,
Attorney General and Minister for External Aff:irs of the
Lommonwealth of Australia and Minister reprecenting in War

Telegram from Minister for Foreign Affairs, H V Evatt, to British High Commissioner,

S M Bruce, 23 March 1942.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. UK and USA — Evatt Mission, 1942. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: MIOO March 1942
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1 T £ . Austral Lk 9 lag
1 T hink tha v um.L] Iy bocs F-T
an1 nine, Ly, s ] I
Luten 1 | 3 thirdly, 1l BT
gl # L ol r fleet Toar 1 ol th |
I tlest bDetwoen it i DwETRT 1

Telegram from Minister for Foreign Affairs, H V Evatt, to British High Commissioner,

S M Bruce, 23 March 1942.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. UK and USA — Evatt Mission, 1942. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: MIOO March 1942
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Telegram from Minister for Foreign Affairs, H V Evatt, to British High Commissioner,

S M Bruce, 23 March 1942.

John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. UK and USA — Evatt Mission, 1942. JCPML00869. Courtesy National

Archives of Australia: MIOO March 1942
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Curtin’s article, The Task Ahead, was poorly received by both Roosevelt and Churchill and
Roosevelt believed it indicated panic and disloyalty. However, Curtin’s ‘turn to America’
was for pragmatic reasons.
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O'Dowrd. 1 see 1942
as a yeat in which we
shall know the answer.

I would, however, that we
provide the answer. We can
and we will. Therefore I sce
1942 as a year of immense
change in Australian life.

The Australian Govern-
ment's policy has been ground-
eod on two facts, One |s that
the war with Japan |8 nol A
phase of the strugeie with the
Axis powers, but Is A new war.

The second s that Austra-
lia must go on to a war foot-
ing.

Those two facts involve two
lines of action—one In the di-
rection of external policy as
to our dealings with Britain,
the United States, Russia, the
Netherlands Fast Indies and
China in the higher direction
nf the war in the Pacific.

The second {5 the reshaping.
in fact the revolutionising. of
the Australian way of life un-
til a war footing is attained
quickly, efficiently, and with-
out question.

8 the Australian Gov-
ernment enters
1042, it has behind
it a record of realism in re-
spect of foreign ‘affairs. T
point to the forthright decla-
ration in mupeet of Finland,
Hnnsnrﬁ] and Rumania, which
d with little delay
by & deciaration of war against
those countries by the De-
mocracies.
We [elt that there could be
no half-measures in nur deal-
with the Boviet when
that natinn was being assalled
by the three countries men-
tioned

Similarly, it Forward
that & -r'

agreement
between Russia and  Britain
should otiated to meet

SO wrote Bernard

Now, with equal realism. we
take the view that while the
determination  nf  military
policy is the Boviet's business,
we should be able to look for-
ward with reason to aid from
Russla against Japan,

We far a solid and im-
pregnabie barrier of the de-
mocracies against the three
Axis powers, and we refuse to
lu:r!pt ths r].iutmu that the

That reddish veil which o er the fuce
(f night-hag East is dreven . . .

Flames new disaster for the race?
Or can it be the Dawn?

Pacific  struggle must be
treated as a subordinate sez-
ment of the general comfliet,
By that it Is not meant that
any one of the ather thentros
of war is of less importance
than the Pacific, but that
Australin asks for a concerted
plan  evoking the greatest
strength at the Democracies’
disposal, determined upon
hurling Japan back.

*

HE Australian Gov-
ernment therefore
regartu the Parcific
!.' as arily one
|r| 't'h ted Siates and
Australia rmld. lmre the fullest
say in the direction of the
Democracies’ fighting plan.
Without any inhibitions of
any kind, | make it quite claar
Australia  looks  to

ship with the United Kingdom,

We-know the problems that
the United Kingdom faces.
We know the constant threat
of invasion. We know the
dangers of  dizpersal of
strength. But we know too
that Australia can go, and
Britain can still hoid on.

We are therefore deter-
mined that Australia shall not
go, and we shall exert all our
energies toward the shabing
of a plan, with the United
States as Its keystone, which
will give to our country some
confidence of being able to
hold out until the tide of
battle swings against the

enemy.

Summed up, Aurttralian ex-
tornal po will _be shaped
toward obtaining Russian aid,
and working out, with the
United Srates, as !il nl]ur
factor, @& plan

strategy, along -irh lﬂﬂsh.
Chinose and Duteh forces.

*

A USTRALIAN internal
policy has under-
gone striking

changes in uw st few

weeks. These, and those that
will Innii.nhl) eome  before

1842 s far ad\'am:ed have

bem pmmp by several

:n the first place the Com-
monwealth Government found

Mr Curtin

It exceedingly difficuit ta '

bring the Australian people in
a realisation of what, after
twa years of war. our pasition
had become. Even the entry
of Japan, bringing a direct
threat In our own wabters. was
met with a subconscious view
that the Americans would deal
with the short-sighted, under-
fed and fanatical Japanese.
The announcement that nn
further appeals would be made
to the Australlan people, and
the decisions that followed,
were motivated by psycholog-
ieal factors. They had an ar-
resting effect, They awakened
in the somewhat lackadalsical
Australian mind the attitude
that was imperative if we were
to save ourselves, to enter an
all-in effort in the only pos-
sible manner,
S AN ot
ful, and we commence 1942
LD i,
ml‘ﬂl war mnnu. !ll'l;
in the whalg proceding two
voars.

HE decisions wers
prompted by other
reasons, all related

to the necessity of getting
on to s war fooling, and the re-
sults 8o far achieved have
been most heartening, espeoi-
ally in respect of production
and tonservation of stocks.

I make 1t clear that the ex-
periment.  undertaken was
never intended As one to
awaken Australian patriotism
nr sense of duty, Those guall-
ties have been ever-present,
but the response Lo leadership
and direetion had never been
requested af the people, and
desirable talents and un-
tapped rgsources had lain dor-
mant.

Our task for 1042 ls stern.
The Government is undef no
illusions. as to “something
cropping up" in the fature.

The nadir of our fortunes
In this struggle, as compared
with 1014-10148, lms et to be
reached,

Let there be no
about that. The

mistake
position

The year that be-
gins next Thursday
will be the most
critical in the history
of Australia.

Here the Prime
Minister (Mr Cur-
tin) in a special mes-
sage, tells the Aus-
tralian people of the
lob that is to be dane
n 1942, °

Australia faces internally fa
exceeds in potentfal ang
sweeping dangers anything
that confronled us In 1914
1818,

The yeoar 1941 will impose
supreme tests.  These range
fram rosistance to invasion to
deprivation of more and more
amenities, not only the ameni-

ties of pracctime but thase
enjoyed in time of war.

*

USTRALIANS musf]
realise that to placq
the nation on a wai

footing every citizen musy
place himself, his private and
business affairs, his entire
mode of living, on a war (oot
Ing. 'The civilan way of 1if
eannol be any less rigorous
can pontribute no less than
that which the fghting men|
have to follow.

1 demand thai Australiany
everywhere realise that Aus-
tralia is pow inside the fight
‘“illl";: governnienial
palic, w)ll be directed strictly
on those lines, We have to
regard our count and |y
7000000 people as though wel
were 8 nation and a peoply

with the enemy hammering
at nur Irontier.

*
USTRALIANS must
be Eerpetually on|

ard)

agalns% the possibility, at
any hour without warning, of]
rald or Invasiom: on  gunrd
against spending money, o
doin; anything that cannof

Justified: un'ﬁnnm agalnail

mpering sputation o
ldlu irmpondbln chatter, the
decisions o Gaovernment]

the

taken fot the welfare of all

All Australin is the stake inj
this war.  All Australia must
stand together to hold that
stake. We face a_powerful
ably led and unbelievably
enurageons Toe.

We must watch the encioy
accordingly, We shall wate
him a Ingly.

‘The Task Ahead’ by John Curtin. The Herald 27 December 1941.

Courtesy National Library of Australia.
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- 19, Dakning Sirmt.
\ Cbushatt.
L
e
e
1;&
= T | i
PRIME MINISTER 90 MR. CURTIN. et
A
TASONAL AND SECHST.  WINCH : v
1. I have read your JOHCU kos: 8 and 10 and
other messages a2t the same tize. I do not feel I
cen &dd anything usefully to the reply senb you by
His Majesty's Covernzent in London, with which I &= in
full sccorl. I have been grectly pained in all my
labours here by the hersh tone which has characterised
your verious messeges.
2 I now reai in the smericen Press your reporied

AT

gtatemont in &n erticle written for the “.ELBOURNE

HERAID® in which the followlng oCcuri:-

-

®_...1 pake it clear that Austrzlia looks to

Arerice free froa eny pengs about cur
N

" - . - ] -— . .
trediticnal links of friendshiz to Dritein®.
such & statement will ccuse recentment throughout the
¢mnire gnd hod a very poor reception in high quartars
-

in tho United States.

Letter from Churchill to Curtin, 29 December 1941.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. USA-Curtin’s appeal to US 1941. JCPML00869. Original held by UK Public
Records Office Prem 4/50/15

(@)
S
=
Z
@)
T
C
=
(@)
I
—
—
'3
=
@]
@]
v
m
<
m
_'
s
=
3
)
Pl
o
8
o
=]
wv




[
o~

- q

! 19, Detaming Sisrel,
TlpEubmtE.
= I hope you will not mind my saying that you

have really not Dezun to feel the weight of this war,
or evzn begun to experisznce the denger and suffering
under which the people of Grect britein have long Leen

proud to live.

a ]

& At your wish we arranged for the withdrawal

of all Austrilisn forces froz Tooruk and the battle-
front in Libya, and 1 have myself proposed that you
should rocove ove of your Divisions to the bingopore
grea. 1 do not understand the recson for thiz mood

of panic which I am sure is not shared by the peaple
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of Australia. If hostile speschas continue to be =

delivered by eexters of your Government cgainst the

£ .

mother country end the present war directicn I should
be quite ready to adlress a brocdeast to the.
Australisn poople. I feel confident of their
gererosity end enlduring poodeill.

29.12.41

Letter from Churchill to Curtin, 29 December 1941.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. USA-Curtin’s appeal to US 1941. JCPML00869. Original held by UK Public
Records Office Prem 4/50/15




17 copy Ho, ,

T.0,0. 2640Z/29
L Na. 3
GREY 165

Frire Minister to Lord Privy Senl and Dominions
Sanrslary.

E:u-'lrl;.ihiﬂ artiele in the “Lelbournes
Herald" has eade very bad impressien in high
Amariecan ¢:rﬁ1es and of course exzeites lively
soorn in Conada, I thipk you shcould eall
Zaple Poge to account in Cabinet for it and
ask him what 1= the meaning of this sort of
language. By placing their relations with
Britnin after those with Hussia, Dutch and Chima,
and by saying they roly on America unhampared by I
any pangs of traditional friendshis for Britaln,
they must be tolen as relieving us of gart of =
our respousibility in pursuance of which we have
#r suif{and PRIKGCE OF DWALES and REPULSE. Once
again to get batter unders:nnﬂ?:g you showld L
take & firm stand egainst this , isbehavionr which
certainly does not represcnt the brave Australiap

nation. I hope, therefore, there will be no weakz

(@)
S
=
P

@)
T
C
=
(@)
I
—
—
'3
=
@]
@]
v
m
<
m
_'
s
o

3

)

Pl
o

8
o

=]

wv

nezs or panderirg to thai at this jungtura, uhila
gt the sama tle we do all in hemen power to coms
to their aid,

s In mamno way & very fimu attitude should be
sdopted in House of Commcns <o tha snarlers and
naggors who are trying to male trouble ont of

*tha Japanosa attacl on us in the Far East, I

=
q-r'--_\—!'-l_.‘—

hope you will endeivour to leot all issues stand
ovar bluntly until I return so that I may

faca any opposition mysall,
20402 /29

e —
P

Dintrihotlon: »

Memo from Churchill to Lord Privy Seal and Dominions Secretary [nd].
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. USA-Curtin’s appeal to US, 1941. JCPML00869. Original held by UK Public
Records Office Prem 4/50/15.




When news of the surrender in Singapore came through, Curtin sent a telegram on

17 February 1942 asking for the 6th and 7th Divisions to be returned to Australia and also
for the return of the 9th Division‘at an early date’ That same day Curtin convened the Full
Cabinet to authorise the War Cabinet to organise for complete mobilisation...of all
resources, human and material’ to ensure the defence of Australia. (JCPML00137/1/2)
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.

_‘f.-"

CABLEGRAM.

Cablegram 17 February 1942 from Curtin to Churchill.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A3196, 1942/10
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FPRIME MIMISTERS DEPARTMEN

\ CABLEGRANM.
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Cablegram 17 February 1942 from Curtin to Churchill.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A3196, 1942/10




On 19 February, the day of the first bombing raid on Darwin, Churchill asked for the
leading division of the returning Australian forces to be diverted to Burma. President
Roosevelt, and Australia’s representatives in London, Page and Bruce, as well as
Opposition members Menzies and Spender in Canberra, supported the British request
urging the Curtin Government to allow those members of the 7th Division already at sea
to be diverted for the defence of Burma. Standing against this strong opposition, however,
Curtin firmly refused the diversion.
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PEIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.
CABLEGRAM.
H ] b . il
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Cablegram Curtin to Churchill, 19 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A3196, 1942/11




PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.

CABLEGRAM.

I.6483
HB.
OE 47
Bant J¥th Pebruoary, 19428,
T«43 p.Ws
Raealved 20th Pebrusry, 1548,
DEGYPFHER YROM
THE RIGAT HON. B8IR RAHLE PAQGE,
:-'.."' LI .

HOET IMMEDIATE, MOST IECRET,

P:4T, Feor the Prima Minigter, Mopt fsepat, Pop
Nimpgll alons,

1. 'nom the tims of despateh of your telsgram 268 and

ibptnce of relferance to oy later téelegram P.d46, I Feal that the
Australlan declaion has been arrived at befors receipt and
congideration of ny P.48 and Wavell's appreciation of 16th Fabrusl

E. Yeu will have sines pecelved in Domintlona Offica BE8 of
L¥th Pebruary the American offer to give an additional American
Myision for Australia in exchange for cone of our Divisicona and

aleo Wavell'sa further appreciation.
oe Accordingly I em holding your telegram pacret until moeipt
of further advic=, HFec instrocticons te divert ite courss have
b=en eaent to the convey.

&, I have dispcussed the Aperlean offear wilth Chupenill who w111
try te expedite arrival ef this Americen Diviaion in Australis
if the 7th Austrolian Mvlelcen 18 MAverted to Burma. The

6th and 2th DMvislions can still go to Australia if sc determinsd
by the Avstrallan Government, Tha Sth Mvisicn is in the progeas
o’ embarkatlon.

Lo In our dipgcigalion; Churchlill expreased great enxlety of
the effect en China of not relnforcing Burma, aspecially 1r troop
go near tue bettle-Cront and only trocpe that could be avallabls
gerde not allocated at thie erifiecal momant, Both bes end Roopaval
balisve fthet China 1a the uliimate kay of the whols Aslan
pltunticn, China has been 1novited to becoms & member of the
Paelfic War Comnedl in Lenden and their replr te that invitaticn

i L 1
18 awal Ced

£ A8 TlmE prosess wWould appreclsate clear the llns peaply.

Ry F.'J.I':}:Ei
Coapy to War Cabinct,
Hp. Gheddan,

e e

20/ Bf4E

Cablegram from Sir Earle Page, Special Representative in the UK, to Curtin, 19 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A816, 52/302/142
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", a f 1Lk
L Sal el ah IFLFL

=

MTPEL

FROM: D.0.
0 AlSTHAL LA

(Gant 1.25 a.m., Zlat

MOST ITMURNIATE

iy

No. 235

MOST SECHET &
iy telegram of 20th
Following for Frime

I have recelved the

(GOVT, )

Feb, 19L2).

Sl U fdi

February HNo.

250,

Hinister from PFrime

Hinigtar

following telegram from

Fregldent of United States. Begins,

d

1l hope you can persusde Australian Government
to allow proposed temporary diversion of their lesading
Australian Division to Burma, I think this of utmost
mportance, Tell them I am spﬂe11nf additional troops
as well as planee to Australia and that my estimate of
the situation there is highly optimistic and by no
means dark. Roosevelt, LEnds,
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Cablegram from UK Dominions Office to Curtin, 21 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A2937, 47
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Cablegram from Richard Casey, US Minister, to Curtin, 21 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A981, War 33 Part 1




When Curtin learned on the afternoon of 22 February that Churchill had ‘temporarily’
diverted the convoy his response was swift and decisive, forcing Churchill to give way and
the convoy to sail on to Australia.
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. PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.

g -

CABLEGRAM.

TH I ETARY " BTATE ¥ dated - 2End Fab 1842
IMITION APFAIRE 8 . .| 5
HE teonlved 22rd Peb. . |r1._!:'3
] g L5 e ime M 181 f tha Prime
ni M. Xl Ik i i
. 1d ne . + -_re 5 - 2% -
1d n ontempla hat ild refuse our roguest
S - i tha Bidant of he Undi A State for the diversion
alf 1 1 img o iaion 1 ¥ the t tlon in Burnmo. e
& it 1f oug iips proe lm H -] o ‘BE W Australis
11 P ra ng Tar j mal appro thoy wWould aithel
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ax - or B of the ¢ 8 1ln 1% to re AMiptralis without
fu “ . v] r'l'-'i!1 o panel daris sns glve a 1 lave ol

Lhe nation ta vialop =n or jou o review the poailtion
oLl T winh do 2o, narvis L1 logding Auntralian
violar 11 Dy turned to Aunt gquickly == posaible

B r ca ol roar wie ! L Erda ),
I " GEh] t
Thar i

Cablegram form Churhill to Curtin, 22 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A816, 52/302/142
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PRIME MINISTER'S DEPARTMENT.

CABLEGRAM.
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Cablegram from Curtin to Churchill, 23 February 1942.
Courtesy National Archives of Australia: A3196, 1942/11




Until the 1943 election Curtin had rejected all proposals that he should travel overseas,
including those from President Roosevelt urging him to visit Washington. In 1944 he
travelled to the United States, Great Britain and Canada.
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PRIVATE AND W

January 3, 1944.

My dear Mr. Curtin:-

How that I am back from the Conferences with Mr|
Churchill and the Generalissimo and HMarshal Btalin, I feael
even more strongly that you and I should meet. AS you know,
I nave been close to iackenzle Hing almost since we were
boys; Marshal Smuts end I first met in 1918, and I had a
grand reunion with him in Cairo last month; and Peter Fraser
has stopped off here in Washington soveral times; and I feel
that there is a real voild which c¢an only be filled by a
meeting between yvou and me,

I do hope that you will conslder comlng here
within a few months. It would not tmie you long and my
thought is that you would spend a couple of days at the
White House, making perlhiaps one public appearance either
on the West Coest or in llew York Clty &t a bLig meeling.
Ehen vyou could run up for a day or two to see Mackenszle
aing.

Incidentally and confidentially, while
Churchill and I did not discuss the matter in any way, I
do not think i1t would do anything but good Lf you could
o to London for a short wisit., I think you would rerelve
a very warn welcome.

My plans call for no definite abseunce from
Washington for some months though, of course, the military
situation may change suddenly making 1t necessary for me
to dash off to @& meeting before that.
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There are many things I want to tallk with
you about, even though they are not matters which require
immediate decisions. For instance, I think we should
discuss the future military, naval and alr protection of
Australis and, in & preliminary way at least, the dis-
position of the Japanese-cgwned mandated or controlled
islands. Also, I want to talk with you about the future
policing of the whole Pacific and Asiatic area.

DECLASSIFIED i
ty Arohiviat af tho U.5.
i | 1972

FEB

By W. dJ- Ltewnrt Dnta

Letter from Roosevelt to Curtin inviting him to visit, 3 January 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Records of Franklin Roosevelt. Diplomatic — Australia, 14/9/42-13/6/44.
JCPML00266/3. Original held by Franklin D Roosevelt Presidential Library




PripE MimisTeR,

¢ ‘T 'h.“_t CAMBENAA,

2nd FPebruary, 19l .

e

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTTAL

My dear Mr. Fresldent,

I ax very gratsful for your kind ilnvitation
to vislt Weshington &od to stay with Mre. Roosewalt and
yourealf at ths White Housa. BFothlog would give me
graater plnuaupu than to be able to acoept it

B, Hr. Churcehill hes besn in touch wlth me
about & peeting of Prims Ministers this year and, ir thia
eventustes, I would be delighted %o vilsit you oo Ay way

te Lobhden, We senld then disouse thoze metters relating
to the Papiflic apras in whielk we have suabl mutual and common
intorests.

2. Thank you fer your kind remarica about
Aunstralia's wvar effort. We are atratohed to tha utmost,
and, aA the demands on our mopower and material resoufoss
excesd pur capecity, tha aconatant problam confronting the
Govarnment 1s to determine the preclse llimlts of what we
dpre gapabls of dolng in tlw field and in the varlous avenues
of eervices and supplies. our great anxiety ls to help
Ganeral Machirthur to tha wtmost, both in reaspact of our
own military affort and the aid which we can give to the
United Stotes Forces in the Bouthwast and South Pagific
iraas,

g . Your good wishes for the Hew Year are
heartily reciprocoted, mpd I trust that, st the end of
1944, wa shall ba well on the way to inal viokory.

With kKindest megards to Mre. Hoocsavelt and
Youraall.

¥Tours vary alncerely,

o

TSI or W, Busicali

gy Autheril¥ al

Dechues,cid 4 Hash ™

oate 'JUH 14 19?4
Franklin I, Hocaavalt, By

Frogident of the
United States of America,
The White Housa,
WHSHINGTON,

Letter from Curtin to Roosevelt, responding to the invitation to visit, 2 February 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Records of Franklin Roosevelt. Diplomatic — Australia, 14/9/42-13/6/44.
JCPML00266/3. Original held by Franklin D Roosevelt Presidential Library
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GOET
.- BN

TELEGRAM From THE WHITE HOUGE
WaSNTHOTOHN

Marah 17, L1O44.
¥PS. ROOEETELT

Lord Athlone, Governor General of Caneda, apd his
wlfe went to atey with us ot the PThite Houase Aprll 17th to
19th. Prima Hinlater Curtin ia erpectad to arrive aboub
Lpril L8th or 19th. I hope much that you can be in Washingtom,

at Tthut Gimes. Will wou L=t mes kKoow? Love

2
3

ES

AR DIE#ARTTEAT
WFFICE OF THEE CHIFF OF STAFF
WASHTHCTON

Mareh 27, 19LL.

HEOTAHDIM FoB GREFSAL WATBON:

Ve have Just recelved the followlns message from
Mr=. FPopsevelt at Quarry Helfghts, Canal Tone, for delivery
to the Prealdent:

"rep he home 18*th ARd 19%H. A Eevinge to
cancal anpgeremant for 19th buk 1t mary not he nows=ible.
Hopn your pold i pot serious. 411 well. Much love,
Elined T. B, T

B. W. DATVENPORT,
Hajor, G. 8. CO.,

Asst s ogeretarTy, CGenernl Stoff.

Telegrams between Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt regarding the Curtins’ visit in April 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Records of Franklin Roosevelt. Diplomatic — Australia, 14/9/42-13/6/44.

JCPML00266/3. Original held by Franklin D Roosevelt Presidential Library
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Documents from the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference in London, May 1944.
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Agenda for Conference of Dominion Prime Ministers, May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944.)JCPML00869. Courtesy National Archives
of Australia: A5954, 662/1
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Minutes of Staff Conference for the British War Cabinet Chiefs of Staff Committee, May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 5/5
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Minutes of Staff Conference for the British War Cabinet Chiefs of Staff Committee, May 1944.

John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 5/5
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Minutes of Staff Conference for the British War Cabinet Chiefs of Staff Committee, May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 5/5

e
S
=
Z
@)
T
(-
=
@)
L
=
—
'3
=
o
@]
vl
m
<
m
o
s
=8
3
)
Pl
o
8
o
=]
(%]




Minutes of Staff Conference for the British War Cabinet Chiefs of Staff Committee, May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944. JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 5/5
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Minutes of Staff Conference for the British War Cabinet Chiefs of Staff Committee, May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944. JCPML00869. Courtesy National Archives of
Australia: A5954, 5/5
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Note from Churchill to Curtin, 25 May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers Conference, 1944. JCPML008G9. Courtesy National Archives
of Australia: A5954, 5/5
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Curtin wrote regular reports for the Acting Prime Minister, Frank Forde, whilst he was in
attendance at the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference. In this example Curtin
outlines discussion on international relations following a postwar settlement.
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,‘ : '-..h
CAHLEGRAM POH:
THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER

ST IMMEDIATE
Moat Seoret and Persomal for Mr. Forde

POST-9AR W JET!

=

1, The United Kingdos Government clronlatad jost
prior to the meoting a series of lengthy mesoranda
preapared by the Forelgn Offlce on the followling
sabjects; =

ks Boope and nature of an internation:l
organlsatlon.

B, Ouarantees ond the pacifle settlement
of disputes,

3. Beourlty

. OCo-ordination of economic and
political international machinery,

E, Nethod and proosdors for esstablish-
ing a world organisstion.

This procedure evoked some degres of protest by Prime
Ministers,
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2. It vas exnlainad by the Forelgn Secretary
that the United States Qovernment dssire that informal
disonssions of an exploratory and non-committal
charsoter, on the official lovel, should take place
in Vashington next wonth between represeniatives aof
the United Kingdom, the United States and Russia. He

Cablegram report from Curtin to Forde, 16 May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944.JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 656/3




added that the latest information from the United
Kingdom Ambassador in Washingtom and from Mr.
Stettinius daoring his recent visit to London was
that Mr, Hull now felt that if agresment could be
resched on gensral ideas about post-war organisation,
and if, in thes course of the late aatumn, an announoe-
ment of a provisional charsoter could in consoguence
be made, thore was littls chanoe of the Republicans
going back on any sush declaration; and that there
would be a better chance of getting United States
opinion behind it.

™ In the documents submitted to the Conference
the following paasage on prooedurs ooouUrs:-

Before Memoranda "A® to "E" are given to
the United States and Boviet Governments,” we
shoald liks to feel sure that other Rritish
Commonweal th Governments agree that these
papers are on the right linss aa & basls for
the prelimioary and informal disoussions, which
it is hoped will take place at Washington at
the end of May or early in June. It is sugges-
ted in Memorandum "E" that the aim of the
Washington talts shonld be to resch a measurs
of agreemant which oould find expression in a
Draft Declaration to be referred to Jovernmenis
and subsequently published. It 1s contemplated
that the progress made in the Washington italks
would be the subject of further consultation
between Aritish Commonwealth Governments before
any suoh declaratlon were published,
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Cablegram report from Curtin to Forde, 16 May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944.JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 656/3




de The objective referred to in paragraph

2 1s a very important consideration in view aof the
previous fallure to secure ths adhesion of the
United States to the League of Nations, Without
thelir support a world organisstion would be impo-
tent snd we should go to extreme lengths to secure
it. I therefore stated that I was agreeabls to
the discussions proceeding on the basis outlined by
the Foreign Seoretary and the wse of the dooumanto
in sscordance with the conditions memtioned by him.

L I drew attention to the gquestion of
procedars for consoltations with the Demimions on
this matter as dealt with in our ocablegram no, 66
of lith Narch and other communicatlons.,

6. I said that it was intended to tranamit
the Forelgn OfTice memorands to the Australian
Government for its considerstion snd remarks.” It
was hoped that these woald be svallable before the
discussions in Washington. It was desired that the
resolts of the Washington talks be commanioated to
the Aostralisn Governsent for their consideration in
ardar that the High Commlssioner may be oultably
instrooted in regard to the further consultatlons
betveen members of the British Commonwealth,
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Te Ky own furthar remarks were broadly confined
to thae views axprossed in my spesech of liith Deocesmber;
1943

Cablegram report from Curtin to Forde, 16 May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944.JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 656/3




8. Canada sdopted & similar attitode and
submitted some comments on the Forelgn Office

memoranda whioch yoa will find

9. The Foreign Office memdranda are being
o Lo forwarded by the High Commissloner by air mall and
{ ref? he will arrange for a summary to be called if yoa
sc desire,

CUIRTIN

léth May, 194i.
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Cablegram report from Curtin to Forde, 16 May 1944.
John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Prime Ministers’ Conference, 1944.JCPML00869. Courtesy National
Archives of Australia: A5954, 656/3






